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#Giv ingTuesday  is just#Giv ingTuesday  is just
around the corner...around the corner...

and we invite you to join us
Tuesday and spread the word on
this global day of giving.

Quick progress update: Post-
production is underway. Assembly
and edit ing of the film has begun.
There's no turning back... but there
is st ill more to do. At this
Thanksgiving Season, we would like
to thank you for your cont inued
support.

Make a DonationMake a Donation

Hidden Light Institute/Ohr Hatzafun Productions is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) not-

for-profit organization (EIN: 82-0709603), and all contributions are tax deductible



to the extent allowed by law. 

FEA TURED A RTICLEFEA TURED A RTICLE
Q&A  WI T H DI RECT OR JONA T HA N GRUBERQ&A  WI T H DI RECT OR JONA T HA N GRUBER

Jonathan Gruber has been
direct ing award-winning
films for more than 20 years,
including Follow Me: The
Yoni Netanyahu Story and
Miriam Beerman: Expressing
the Chaos. His work has
been broadcast on
television and has
screened at film fest ivals
around the world. Whether
a 30-second commercial, a
feature documentary, or
even his recent series on MSNBC, The Story of Cool, he always aims to tell
emotional stories with nuance and complexity.

What  int erest ed you about  t elling Menachem Begin's St ory? What  int erest ed you about  t elling Menachem Begin's St ory? 
Menachem Begin, as a leader, held fast  to his beliefs. Whether people found his
act ions laudable or contemptible, they couldn't  argue about his dedicat ion to
the cause of the Jewish people. He was also incorrupt ible and never enriched
himself through his posit ion, something that is rare with leaders today.

During product ion, what  hav e you been most  surprised t o learn aboutDuring product ion, what  hav e you been most  surprised t o learn about
Menachem Begin? Menachem Begin? 
I’ve been amazed with, even after his being out of office for more than 35 years,
how many people st ill love and admire him. I’m also impressed with how many
Israelis have personal stories about him and his wife, Aliza — and nearly all of
them are glowing recollect ions of humility and sensit ivity.

What  about  Menachem Begin do you want  your audience t o rememberWhat  about  Menachem Begin do you want  your audience t o remember
long aft er wat ching t he film?long aft er wat ching t he film?  Menachem Begin was a man driven by his
t raumatic experiences during World War I I  and his family perishing during the
Holocaust. He believed that ult imately only Jews would look out for their fellow
Jews, and almost every act ion he took was to protect the Jewish people and, by
extension, Israel. In today’s world of growing and virulent ant i-Semit ism, his story
and st rength in the face of danger can inspire young and old to speak out and
fight against  this age-old hatred as he did.

PA SSING THE TORCH TO THE NEXT GENERA TIONPA SSING THE TORCH TO THE NEXT GENERA TION

It is critical to share Menachem Begin's story with the next generation; we hope to inspire
young people from all over the world with Begin’s moral courage and honest leadership. As
part of our efforts to build excitement around the film and its message, Hidden Light Institute
has begun engaging young people to share their thoughts on the relevance of Menachem
Begin today. We will continue to highlight young people's thoughts in future newsletters.



From the Desk of Joseph Block

The polit ical landscape today, both in Israel and throughout the Diaspora,
is lit tered with opportunists and those who would flip a policy posit ion for a
few votes or a hefty check. As we, the youth of today and leaders of the
Jewish people tomorrow, look to do better than the status quo, we can
draw much inspirat ion from one of modern Israel’s founders, Menachem
Begin. A dynamic leader and spokesman, Begin was and is st ill considered
unique because of his ability to t ruly understand those he served and their
pract ical needs. Menachem Begin was so talented in this regard because
he did not view himself simply as a powerful polit ical figure. Rather, Begin
fully immersed himself in and lived a role in a narrat ive far greater than
himself. He genuinely viewed himself as a player in the advancement of a
3,700 year old Jewish history and the nat ion’s t imeless values and
aspirat ions. He was certainly not perfect, but Begin’s resolute connection
with the eternal spirit  of the Jewish nat ion gives us plenty from which to
learn.

Joseph, a nineteen-year-old from White Plains, New York, is currently studying at Yeshivat HaKotel in
Jerusalem. A graduate of SAR High School in Riverdale, New York, he will be starting Columbia

University in the Fall of 2020. This January he will be running on the Vision ticket for the World Zionist
Elections.

MEET A PRODUCER & BOARD MEMBER: BRUCE GOULDMEET A PRODUCER & BOARD MEMBER: BRUCE GOULD

Bruce Gould has joined the Menachem Begin film
project as a producer and board member of Hidden Light
Institute. Gould, who hails from Orlando, Florida, was a
principal of Gould Publications Inc., a family owned
publishing business specializing in law books and
treatises for the legal and law enforcement
communities. At the time of its sale in 2004, the
business was one of the leading statutory law book
publishers in the country.



Gould's deep commitment to his heritage is represented
in his many charitable endeavors. Gould is a past Vice
President of the Jewish Community Center of Greater
Orlando, and he has served in various roles for the
Jewish National Fund for more than 20 years, currently
serving as the National Vice President of Campaign and
President Elect. He is currently leading a campaign to
build a new Holocaust Museum for Hope and Humanity
in Orlando. In addition, Gould had the privilege of giving
the lead naming gift for both a new Amphitheater and a
Commemoration Hall at Ammunition Hill in Jerusalem.
Along with his steadfast devotion to his faith, Mr. Gould
and his family have a keen understanding of the importance of supporting education
initiatives and have established numerous scholarships, endowed chairs and named
libraries at the University of Central Florida, Touro Law Center, New York University,
Seminole State College, Adventist University School of Health Sciences, and Valencia
College. Mr. Gould is an avid biker, having completed a 300-mile bike ride across Israel,
and enjoys biking in countries across the world.

MACHANE YEHUDAMACHANE YEHUDA
Ev ocativ e Stories from Behind the ScenesEv ocativ e Stories from Behind the Scenes

Machane Yehuda, a bustling
marketplace represent ing the heart  of
Jerusalem, integrates the old and the
new. Despite being a tourist ic
dest inat ion, the market has
maintained its most important
characterist ic: it  remains authent ic – as
can be sensed by all the flavors and
aromas and the vendors who sell their
wares. It  represents the t rue mix of
Israeli society: Sephardim &
Ashkenazim, religious & secular, young
& old, Israelis and tourists. Our
production team conducted "Man on
the Street" interviews in the market to
take the pulse on how Menachem
Begin is remembered and to learn
more about what people on the st reet
know about Begin and how they
interpret his legacy.

What did we hear, you may ask? Stay
tuned...

A scene filming at Machane Yehuda. Note the
portrait of Menachem Begin on the wall in the
background of the fruit and vegetable vendor's
stall.



DID YOU KNOW...DID YOU KNOW...
... that Menachem Begin suffered
great public condemnation after
authorizing and successfully carrying
out Operat ion Opera, the bombing
of the Iraq nuclear reactor in Osirak
on June 7, 1981?

In the aftermath of the bombing,
Prime Minister Menachem Begin, in a
passionate defense of Israel's attack,
pledged that "Israel will use all the
possibilit ies at its disposal" to thwart
other attempts by its enemies to
develop weapons of mass
destruct ion. ''There won't  be
another Holocaust in history," he said
at a crowded news conference
following the attack. ''Never again,
never again.'' Mr. Begin called the
decision to bomb the plant the
result  of "a terrible dilemma,'' but he
dismissed the internat ional crit icism.
He cont inued, "We Survived. We
Shall Survive. I  know that in the days
to come, all men and women of
good will, wherever they live, will
understand our problems.'' Although
the attack was heavily condemned
in the United Nations, Begin said
that many individuals in the United
States and Europe had sent him
telegrams of congratulat ions. ''I
believe that the nat ions are with us,
and if, for various reasons which I do
not want to go into, several
governments condemn and may
repeat it  in the Security Council,
well, my friends, what can we do?
We are an ancient people. We are
used to it . We survived. We shall
survive.''

Jeane Kirkpatrick, who was the US
Ambassador to the UN at the t ime,
put it  characterist ically, eloquent ly
and direct ly: “[Israel’s] margin for
security is as narrow as the country
itself.”

The successful attack was no small
feat and according to Richard

1983:1983: Bob Dylan's SongBob Dylan's Song
ReferenceReference
Who knew that the Bombing of
Osirak would be part  of pop culture?
In 1983, Bob Dylan released the song
"Neighborhood Bully," which
references events in the history of
the State of Israel, including Israel's
bombing of the Osirak nuclear
reactor with this line:

T hen he dest royed a bombT hen he dest royed a bomb
fact ory, nobody was gladfact ory, nobody was glad
T he bombs were meant  for him.T he bombs were meant  for him.
He was supposed t o feel badHe was supposed t o feel bad

1991:1991: Cheney's Recognit ion + 10Cheney's Recognit ion + 10
Y rsY rs
During a speech before the Jewish
Inst itute for Nat ional Security Affairs
(JINSA) on October 28, 1991, US
Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney
made diplomatic history. In a
breathtaking departure from the
United States’ official
condemnation of Operat ion Opera,
Secretary Cheney addressed himself
to David Ivry, commander of the
Israeli Air Force at the t ime of the
attack, saying: “Let me tonight in
front of this group thank my good
friend David Ivry for the act ion Israel
took in 1981 with respect to the
[Osirak] reactor.” He added: “There
were many t imes during the course
of the build-up in the Gulf and the
subsequent conflict  that I  gave
thanks for the bold and dramatic
act ion that had been taken [by
Israel] some ten years before.”

Cheney then presented Ivry with a
photo of the bombed-out reactor
taken by a US satellite after the First
Gulf War. At the bottom of the
photo, which hangs in Ivry’s Tel Aviv
office as a constant reminder of the
threats and challenges that Israel
cont inues to face, Cheney wrote:
“With thanks and appreciat ion for
the outstanding job you did on the
Iraqi nuclear program in 1981, which
made our job much easier in Desert
Storm!” 



Allen, a Nat ional Security Advisor in
the Reagan Administ rat ion: "I  think
it  was really the most important and
most interest ing military surprises of
all t ime."

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?

1981: Ronald Reagan's I nit ial1981: Ronald Reagan's I nit ial
React ionReact ion
According to Ronald Reagan's diary,
his init ial react ion to the bombing
was recorded in his June 7, 1981
diary entry not ing:

Got  word of I sraeli bombing ofGot  word of I sraeli bombing of
I raq—nuclear react or. I  swear II raq—nuclear react or. I  swear I
believe A rmageddon is near.believe A rmageddon is near.

**********
Major General Amos Yadlin, among
the eight pilots who bombed the
Iraqi reactor and who went on to
become the Head of IDF
intelligence, clearly art iculated
what so many believe: "The real hero
of this operat ion was not the pilots,
but Menachem Begin, who made a
decision against  so many of his
ministers and against  the heads of
the security and intelligence bodies
[to order the attack]."

Ronald Reagan shared his
reaction of first hearing about the
Osirak attack in his diary entry on
June 7, 1981. Click on photo to

read full diary entry.

In September, the production
team interv iewed David Iv ry,

former Commander of the Israeli
Air Force at the time of the Osirak
bombing and current President of

Boeing Israel.

Bob Dylan's Neighborhood Bully,
which referenced the attack on

Osirik, was first released on his
Infidels album on October 27,

1983. Click on photo to hear song.

Let it , however, be declared and known, st ressed, and noted that fighters for
freedom hate war.

Menachem Begin, Nobel Peace Prize Speech, December 10, 1978Menachem Begin, Nobel Peace Prize Speech, December 10, 1978

THE BEGIN LEGACY PROJECT EVENTS THE BEGIN LEGACY PROJECT EVENTS X-COUNTRYX-COUNTRY

July 17
Vail, Colorado

Andy Kark and Brian Friedman,

November 6
New York, NY

Bruce Gould and Joe Charles

November 16
Woodmere, NY

The Young Israel of Woodmere



principals of Israel Investment
Advisors (IIA) and corporate
sponsors of the documentary

project, were presented with a
special edition of a Menachem
Begin signed copy of The Revolt

by local Aspen personality
Shlomo Ben Hamoo. IIA, with AUM

exceeding $1 billion, manages
portfolios of Israeli stocks and

bonds.

hosted an evening fundraiser
where Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik
spoke about Menachem Begin's
legacy and guests heard from
Jonathan Gruber, the director.

hosted an evening celebrating
the legacy of Menachem Begin.

The evening began with Malcolm
Hoenlein, Executive Vice
Chairman and CEO of the

Conference of Presidents of Major
Jewish Organizations, sharing
personal anecdotes about
Menachem Begin's legacy,

followed by a special showing of
an exhibit created for the UN in
honor of the 40th anniversary of
the Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty.

BEGIN LEGACY TOURBEGIN LEGACY TOUR CONTINUES IN DECEMBER CONTINUES IN DECEMBER

Herzl M akov, CEO of the M enachem Begin Heritage
Center in Jerusalem, w ill be speaking on M enachem
Begin at events in Los Angeles, Washington, D.C. and
M anhattan as part of the December "Begin Legacy
Tour."

December 8December 8
Young Israel of North Beverly Hills
City: Los Angeles

December 11December 11
Breakfast Event with Ron Dermer
City: Washington, D.C.

Evening Salon
Hosts: David & Debbie Sable
City: Manhattan

ST A Y  UP T O DA T E ON EVENT SST A Y  UP T O DA T E ON EVENT S

DECEMBER MEDIA UPDATESDECEMBER MEDIA UPDATES

11.30.1911.30.19
T imes of I sraelT imes of I srael
Can History Repeat Itself with Peace in
the Middle East?

10.31.1910.31.19
T he Jewish Link: West chest er,T he Jewish Link: West chest er,
Connect icut , BronxConnect icut , Bronx
Menachem Begin’s Legacy,
Documented

Want to v iew a brief v ideoWant to v iew a brief v ideo
int roduct ion on Begin's life?int roduct ion on Begin's life?



Click on photo.Click on photo.

Got a question? Contact info@begin-fi lm.cominfo@begin-fi lm.com


